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landers, who had so distinguished himself in the two
assaults on Lucknow, during the affair of the I4th of April.
We could not have had a country better suited for the
advance of our train than this. Beautiful level roads, easily
crossed streams, running from the two more importaat
arteries, descending from the north, all united to render
this part of our journey pleasant. In a short time we
should come to the first rising ground which connected the
plain with the mountains of NepauL
We had, however, to think seriously of the rainy season.
The monsoon, which is prevalent from the north-east to
the south-west during the first months of the year, is now
reversed. The rainy season is more violent on the coast
than in the interior of the peninsula, and also a little later;
the reason being that the clouds are exhausted before
reaching the centre of India. Besides this, their direction
is somewhat altered by the barrier of high mountains
which form a sort of atmospheric eddy. On the coast of
Malabar the monsoon begins in the month of May; in the
central and northern provinces, it is felt some weeks later
on, in June. We were now in June, and our journey was
henceforward to be performed under new though well fore-
seen circumstances.
I should have said before that honest Goflmi, who had
been disarmed by the lightning in such an untoward man-
ner, was nearly well again by the next day. The paralysis